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ABSTRACT
Although the urbanization process has been well documented throughout history, and the evolution of travel is studied with equal thoroughness, the connection between those two phenomena remains significantly unchartered. This research navigates the spatial dimension of travel evolution alongside the attendant expansion of the urbanization process. It defines the nexus between tourism as a global demand and the physical infrastructure that accommodated such a force. The built environment, manifested in both its urban forms and its systems of mobility, has been shaping and is shaped by many factors including tourism. This work further explores the historical relationship between urbanization and tourism such that the evolution of each has influenced the other. For example, some famous travel routes have capitalized on existing road systems that are built for entirely different purposes than tourism such as the travel via the Roman Road network. Another example is that some destinations have been created, shaped and evolved despite the travel infrastructure leading to them such as the case of pilgrimage sites. This research un-packs these relationships to provide better understanding of this interaction through history. Considered one of the world's oldest tourist destinations, Egypt is used to demonstrate the interlocking relationship of tourism and urbanization. The piece concludes that appreciating these two phenomena in isolation proves challenging insofar as the evolution of tourism through time can not only be attributed to the tourism demand but also to the shape and form of the destination and the mobile systems available in each era and locale. It also concludes that, many of the influencing factors towards the evolution of tourism were non-touristic but rather related to other urban and infrastructure development.
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