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About Le Tour du monde (1860-1914) and Angkor: the making of images out of the darkness and enlightenment desire
How  does Angkor's architecture, set within an ‘exotic’ nature and described in situ by European travellers, architects, artists, draughtsmen and photographers during the nineteenth century, continue to forge powerful relationships between history, politics and tourism?

From 1863 to 1910, the famous French travel magazine Le Tour du monde (1860-1914), edited by Hachette Publishing, issued striking pictures and amazing stories featuring the rediscovery of Angkor’s jungle-lost monumental ruins (Mouhot, Garnier, and others).

Exotic beauty, creative destruction, romantic imagination, colonial ambitions, and a cultural heritage to be protected: all these paradoxical topics and themes appear in, and can be further explored through the illustrated travel stories offered by Le Tour du monde.

Some of its reports are particularly strange, funny, and significant. This lecture seeks to show and perhaps explain how these imageries continue, and how they can be discussed and considered today in light of ongoing processes of global tourism and patrimonial work.
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