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When arriving to the « Western architecture district » one is struck by the imposing building of the Min Yan Stadium. With its large arcades and two stories height, the building strongly contrasts with the scale and the morphological aspects of this tourism destination.
Wudado district used to be the former British concession during the 19th century. It is mainly composed of modernist - Bauhaus style villas and apartment buildings, in the middle of which one can find the Min Yuan Stadium. This large district with its lush green trees, gardens, low traffic and density gives the visitors or the residents a real break from the busy 14 million megapolis. 
However, the actual Min Yan Stadium is a mere artefact constructed from scratch in 2014. The original British stadium was built in 1926 by the British Municipal Committee. Considered an important sports equipment, it had since then been rebuilt more than three times and was entirely demolished in 2012
The stadium follows a new “lifestyle” trend in commercial and leisure functions. It hosts various restaurants and cafés, museums, night-clubs, diverse high-end retail shops and temporary events. Heritage is an important feature of the project as it participates to the storytelling and brings a historical depth to this flagship equipment. 

In this paper, we would like to question the stadium’s reconstruction under the light of tourism. As one of the main function of the equipment is, according to Wang Yeming, Director of Fifth Avenue Heping District administration committee: “to promote the area's cultural diversity and attract an increasing number of foreign tourists". How does this equipment respond to tourism and how does tourism in turn shape it? What lies behind the storytelling? How do locals respond to the stadium and how does its function and architecture influence and interact with the surrounding environment? We will show how in fact this historical simulacra contributes to blur the line between the real and the fake, history and imaginaries and creates distorted geographies.  
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